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Student leadership doesn’t end with the school day
Its 7 p.m. on a school day, and most of the stu-
dents have gone home. 

Seniors Ben Roscoe and Grace Williams are at 
Puyallup High School with administrators, par-
ents, architects, engineers, and many more com-
munity members. They are discussing school 
security, science classrooms, and how education-
al specifications impact learning environment 
decisions. Plus a whole lot more.

It’s no secret — if you want to know what’s 
going on in the high school, ask a student. And 
that is exactly what’s happening on many dif-
ferent committees throughout the district. The 
students are asked tough questions. And they 
ask tough questions in return.

Roscoe from Emerald Ridge, and Williams 
from Rogers, serve on the Bond Advisory Com-
mittee commissioned by the Puyallup School 
Board in April 2018. The committee meets 
twice monthly to study educational specifi-
cations and identify critical facility needs to 
enhance education at Emerald Ridge, Puyallup, 
Rogers, and Walker high schools. 

The priorities of the committee are to focus on 
safety and security, classroom space, and educa-
tional programs at the high school level.

The school board is forward-thinking to prepare 
for more than 12,000 elementary students who 
will progress to junior high and high school in 
the coming years. The aging buildings were not 
built with today’s security concerns in mind. 
For example, Rogers was built in 1968, with a 

remodel in 1997. It was designed with multiple 
entrances into the school. This makes it difficult 
to monitor visitors as they enter.

“My biggest concern at Rogers is that we have 
so many different buildings that aren’t connect-
ed. It’s an open campus. Yes, we have security, 
but there’s only so much they can do when 
someone comes on campus,” says Williams. She 
adds, campus security officers make students 
feel safe and take time to get to know them.

Student insight and high school perspective is 
crucial. Chief Operations Officer Mario Casel-
lo has collaborated with several high school 
student leaders on multiple district committees 
for the past two years. Casello says, “Our stu-
dent leaders bring another perspective, another 
lens for us all to look through as we evaluate 
and assess our school facilities and programs. 
Their insight and input is valuable to the overall 
process. Grace and Ben are two examples of 
great student leaders that are making a positive 
difference in the Puyallup School District!” 

In the spring of 2019 the BAC will report to 
the school board with a recommendation. It is 
likely they will ask the board to consider a bond 
measure for high school improvements.

Other committees
Students also participate on the Boundary 
Review Committee, which has been meeting 
for the last two years with a different focus from 
the BAC. The 36 members were commissioned 
by the school board to evaluate and recommend 

adjustments to school attendance areas at the 
elementary, junior high, and high school grade 
levels. They presented a report to the school 
board on September 30, and the board is ex-
pected to make a final decision on November 5.

Career and Technical Education
The Career and Technical Education Gener-
al Advisory Board invites students to serve as 
board members each year. They provide input 
into the evaluation and action plans for CTE 
programs, course offerings, and the direction of 
the CTE program as a whole. 

Students representing students
Serving as ASB Presidents of their schools, 
Roscoe and Williams see themselves as repre-
sentatives of the whole student body. As seniors, 
they want to ensure that future students contin-
ue to have the best educational experience pos-
sible, with challenging programs in state of the 
art classrooms, current technology, and safety 
and security plans that address today’s world.

Roscoe says it’s important for students and the 
community to be involved in the committees. 

“Education affects every aspect of our nation’s 
future. Even if you don’t have a child in the 
school district, everyone benefits from having 
a well-educated, critical thinking population. 
From future jobs, to competing in the increas-
ingly globalized economy, everyone will benefit 
from a stronger education system. And, for our 
community, it increases the value of homes,” 
says Roscoe.
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It is with great pleasure that I share with our 
community the success we are seeing in the bids 
and construction of elementary projects. Puy-
allup is one of a very small number of school 
districts in Washington that have been able to 
control rising costs and “over deliver” on the 
2015 bond measure commitments for upgraded 
and new facilities. 

Relentless growth in the number of students 
being served in Puyallup schools has caused 
pressure on facilities at all levels of the system. 

Over the next few years, thousands of new seats 
in permanent facilities will replace those which 
have been provided previously in 243 “portable” 
classrooms. The new construction will allow 
students to be better served in safer and more 
efficient school buildings. Safety upgrades to 
make building entrances more secure and an 
increased number of camera systems have been 
paired with 911 integration and coordinated 
efforts with first responders in all of our schools.

The 2015 School Construction and Facility 
Improvements Bond projects have qualified the 
district for state match funds. These funds will 
be used to improve instructional spaces and 
security in four of Puyallup’s junior high schools 
— without additional cost to taxpayers.

As enrollment growth begins to impact the 
secondary schools more broadly in the next few 
years, students who progress from junior high to 
high school will put more pressure on our 
already overcrowded high school facilities. The 
district’s high schools, Emerald Ridge, Puyal-

lup, Rogers, and Walker, will require expansion 
of permanent instructional facilities to ac-
commodate an increasing number of students. 
Incorporating much needed safety and security 
features into the design for expansion of high 
school facilities, while accommodating steadily 
increasing enrollment numbers, is a priority of 
our Board of Directors, district leadership, and 
the community as a whole.

By being excellent stewards of the construc-
tion funding provided to us by our community 
and the state of  Washington, the district has 
been able to exceed the expectations of our 
community with regard to the improvement of 
our facilities for elementary students. It is our 
hope to be able to provide the same level of 
oversight and stewardship as we consider safety 
and capacity improvements at our high school 
campuses as well.

As always, the support of our community in 
making our schools safer and more efficient is 
greatly appreciated. 

Dessie F. Evans Elementary named in honor of educator

       State directed funds provide opportunity for junior high improvements
The Puyallup School Board has approved a plan 
to expand four junior high schools. The proj-
ects will focus on additional classroom space, 
increased safety and security, and instructional 
spaces to accommodate specific program needs. 

The expansion of Ballou, Ferrucci, Stahl, and 
Edgemont will not cost taxpayers additional 
money. Based on state calculations, Puyallup 
School District has qualified for $77.5 million 
in matching state funds. 

The voter approved 2015 School Construction 
and Facility Improvements Bond projects have 
allowed the district to meet the requirements 
of the program to receive the additional funds, 
which are targeted for construction projects.

School safety and security
Increasing safety and security for students and 
staff is ongoing and continues to be in the spot-
light. The expansion plan will increase perime-
ter security by reducing the number of outside 
portables and securing building access.

Increasing capacity for growth
While student enrollment in the past five years 
has increased by nearly 1,500, most of the 
growth has been at the elementary level. Now is 
the time to prepare for nearly 12,000 elementa-
ry students who will advance to junior high in 
the coming years. Current projections show an 
additional increase of more than 1,300 students 
in the district by 2023.

Improving instructional space
The Educational Specifications for junior highs 
were updated in 2017. They reflect changes in 
educational programs, school capacity, and new 
approaches to technology. The specifications 
recognize other elements in the overall master 
plan where specialized spaces are needed for 
programs such as drama, art, and special educa-
tion.

Specifications are used by design professionals 
as a narrative describing the physical environ-
ment that will support Puyallup School Dis-
trict’s vision for new and modernized learning 
enviroments. They are also a measure of the 
success of the project, once completed.

The expansion projects include:
Ballou Junior High
• Construct: 8-12 additional classrooms.
• Safety and security: Enclose/adjoin buildings, 
   secure back perimeter.
• Capacity: 1,000 students. 
• Estimated completion in the fall 2021.

Stahl Junior High
• Construct: 8-12 additional classrooms.
 • Safety and security: Added space will reduce 
   portables and move students inside the 
   secured building.
• Capacity: 1,000 students. 
• Estimated completion in the fall 2021.

Ferrucci Junior High
• Construct: 8-12 additional classrooms and 
   expand the office and commons.
• Safety and security: Office/commons recon-
  figuration to provide a more visible point of  
  entry, expansion of the bus loop and parking 
  areas.
• Capacity: 1,000 students. 
• Estimated completion in the fall 2022. 
 
Edgemont Junior High
• Construct: 8 classroom addition. 
• Capacity: 800 students.
• Estimated completion in the fall 2021.

Puyallup’s newest elementary school is officially 
named Dessie F. Evans Elementary. 

A teacher in the district for 33 years, Evans was 
chosen for the honor by the school board last 
spring. She spent her entire career at Kalles Ju-
nior High teaching social studies and language 
arts. She retired in 2008 then served as a substi-
tute teacher until 2011.

It is clear from comments made by those who 
know her, Evans’ impact on students and her 
service in the community make her a deserving 
choice. She is described as a woman of character 
and integrity — a masterful teacher in the class-
room who realizes that a ‘one-option’ approach 
will not serve every learner. 

As an educator, Evans taught thousands of 
students throughout her career. She always 
encouraged each student to do their best. She 
wanted them to understand that everyone has 
something to contribute and deserves to be 
treated with respect. 

“I let them understand that every one of them is 
special. I tried to teach my kids respect for one 
another. You treat others the way that you want
to be treated,” she says.

Since retiring, Evans continutes to live in Puy-
allup and enjoys spending more time with her 
husband and helping with her grandchildren. 
She continues to give back to the community, 
volunteers at church a few times a month, and 
participates in a neighborhood Bible study. 

Dessie F. Evans Elementary is currently under 
construction and is scheduled to open in the fall 
of 2019. 

Learn more at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us
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Hunt Elementary fifth grade students Austin Nelson and Brooke McEwen-Allenbach

Hunt Elementary students learn in state-of-the-art classrooms

Northwood students watch proudly as the new 
Northwood Elementary is being constructed.

Northwood Elementary
Northwood is taking shape! The utilities are 
in, foundation is poured, and exterior walls are 
going in. Students are able to see the progress 
and experience a large scale construction project 
taking place. 
Schedule: Completion summer 2019
Size: 30 homeroom classrooms 
Capacity: 730
Cost: $26.2 million (bid savings $4 million)

Dessie F. Evans Elementary
If you haven’t been to the district website lately, 
it is recommended! Take a look at the unique 
design of Dessie F. Evans Elementary, read 
about Mrs. Evans, and watch the progress 
through a live webcam.
Schedule: Completion summer 2019
Size: 44 homeroom classrooms
Capacity: 1,080
Cost: $37.4 million (bid savings $3 million)

Sunrise Elementary
Three stories high! Sunrise students are ready 
as they watch the construction going on behind 
the fence during recess.
Schedule: Completion summer 2019
Size: 30 homeroom classrooms
Capacity: 730
Cost:  $29.5 million (bid savings $500,000)

Sunrise students can see progress during recess as the 
three-story new school building takes shape.

Pope Elementary
The new design is almost complete! There will 
be a large commons and additional parking. The 
prelimary design is beautiful and can be viewed 
on the district website. Stay tuned for updates!
Schedule: Completion summer 2020
Size: 32 homeroom classrooms 
Capacity: 760 

Firgrove Elementary
Wow! Things are going to look very different 
when you drive down Meridian past 136th this 
fall. The new Firgrove is tucked back behind 
the existing structure, and it is a sight to see. 
The utilities are in, concrete is poured, and steel 
erection is underway. The new bus loop is com-
pleted behind Ballou. 
Schedule: Completion summer 2019
Size: 30 homeroom classrooms 
Capacity: 730
Cost:  $31.1 million (bid savings $800,000)

Hunt Elementary classroom addition
The project is complete, teachers moved into 
classrooms in August, and students are enjoy-
ing the new learning environment. The shared 
project rooms are AWESOME! 
Cost: $6.3 million, Capacity: 780

Delivering on time, under budget:  Bond projects update

       State directed funds provide opportunity for junior high improvements

New attendance boundaries  
to take effect in the fall 2019
New school boundary recommendations were 
presented to the Puyallup School Board on 
September 28. The board will be asked for final 
approval on November 5, 2018.  

If approved, the changes are set to begin in the 
2019-20 school year. The adjustments to school 
attendance areas will affect elementary, junior 
high, and high school grade levels.

Recommended boundary changes between  Ed-
gerton and Pope elementary schools will begin 
in the 2020-21 school year, simultaneous with 
the opening of the Pope Elementary remodel 
and expansion project.
 

More than ten years have passed since the 
last Boundary Review Committee was com-
missioned by the district. Over that period, 
enrollments have increased substantially, de-
mographics have changed, and various edu-
cational programs and delivery methods have 
progressed. Given these changes, the Puyallup 
School Board commissioned a new BRC in 
2016 to evaluate school boundaries throughout 
the district for elementary, junior high, and high 
school.

In November 2015, voters in the Puyallup 
School District passed a $292.5 million School 
Construction and Facility Improvements Bond 
with 69% approval. The six bond projects will 
add capacity at the elementary level, including 
the new Dessie F. Evans Elementary which is 
being constructed with 44 homerooms, making 
it the largest elementary in the district when it 
opens in the fall of 2019.

Hunt Elementary looks a little different this 
school year. 

The construction of a 12 classroom addition 
is complete, and fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
students are learning in brand new classrooms 
equipped with technology upgrades, audio sys-
tems, and shared project rooms.

The technology upgrades include interactive flat 
panels at the front of the classroom and display 
panels in the back for easier viewing. Teachers 
can interact with the front panel using a tablet 
from anywhere in the room.

Classrooms have audio systems to project the 
teacher’s voice throughout the room. According 
to research, student learning improves when 
students can hear the teacher more clearly.

All classrooms at Hunt have received the 

technology and audio upgrades. The existing 
building received new paint, carpet, and HVAC 
systems. There is a new playground with a syn-
thetic surface. 

The new construction meets Washington state’s 
green building standard for high performance 
buildings. This environmentally friendly design 
includes energy efficiency, daylighting, water 
conservation, storm water treatment, and use of 
sustainable materials. 

“The Hunt classroom addition project is the 
first of our six bond projects completed. The 
students, staff, and community were wonder-
ful partners during the construction and sup-
ported a very smooth and successful project. 
We appreciate their support and excitement 
for the upgrades and improvements to Hunt!”
Chief Operations Officer Mario Casello
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Deputy returns to his high school as the 
School Resource Officer 
When Zach Bregel graduated from Emerald 
Ridge High School in 2002, he didn’t know 
he’d be returning one day as the school resource 
officer. 

With ten years as a Pierce County Sheriff ’s 
Deputy, Bregel is one of three additional po-
lice officers hired as a school resource officer 
dedicated to keeping Puyallup students and 
staff safe at school. This brings the total to six 
SRO’s and 17 full-time campus security offi-
cers in Puyallup schools.

Bregel was introduced as the new police officer 
on staff at Emerald Ridge and Glacier View 
during an all-staff collaboration session. He 
presented Lockdown Emergency Preparedness 
Training for Schools K-12. The comprehensive 
safety training prepares staff for different types 
of lockdowns, the safest place to shelter within 
a room during a lockdown, and provides a full 
discussion of what to do during critical safety 
events.

Student safety is a priority investment

In today’s world, the safety and security of stu-
dents is at the forefront of the school district’s 
priorities every day.

It is the goal of the Puyallup School District 
to ensure every student and staff member is 
trained and prepared for emergencies. 

While school safety plans and procedures have 
been in place for many years and are practiced 
regularly, recent tragic events at schools across 
the nation have put the spotlight on taking 
security to a new level. Preparation and training 
goes far beyond fire and earthquake drills.

Washington state requires all public school 
districts to have current school safety plans 
and procedures in place. The Puyallup School 
District continues to strive towards a “for-
ward-thinking” approach around this passion-
ately tough and critically significant topic.

With more than 22,400 students attending 
Puyallup schools each day, essential security 
controls and emergency preparedness are ongo-
ing to ensure safe schools.

The district recognizes four major categories 
that are essential for emergency preparedness 
and prevention: Preparedness; Security Systems 
& Personnel; Climate & Culture; and Commu-
nication.

All Hazardous Preparedness
Every school in the district has an emergency 
plan in place that is unique to the school. It 
covers preparation, response, and recovery if an 
event occurs. Each site’s guide is tailored to the 
characteristics, building layout, neighborhood, 
hazards, and police and fire district. 

The district works in partnership with the Puy-
allup Police Department, Pierce County Sher-
iff ’s Department, Central Pierce Fire & Rescue, 
and Pierce County Emergency Management. 
These emergency response teams provide train-
ing to staff. 

Schools in the district are required to hold safe-
ty drills each month. All staff and students par-
ticipate in the drills. They practice and prepare 
for fire, lockdown, earthquake, shelter-in-place, 
mapping, lahar, and reunification.

Security Systems and Personnel
Ensuring the safety of students and staff in-
cludes the investment of security systems and 
personnel. All 22 elementary and seven junior 
high buildings have video and a controlled ac-
cess entry point. Those entering the building are 
granted access by office personnel, unless they 
have an authorized entry card.

The district contracts with Pierce County Sher-
rif ’s Department and Puyallup Police Depart-
ment to provide six full-time school resource 
officers. In addition, there are 17 campus secu-
rity officers that provide security and support 
at all secondary schools. Campus security train 
monthly with local law enforcement, fire, and 
other emergency response entities. 

The district has invested in one of the most 
robust state-of-the-art security systems in the 
nation. There are 690 cameras installed. In the 
event of an emergency, local emergency re-
sponse teams have the ability to log into the 
system and control automatic doors, access 
intercoms, and view the event live. 

Climate and Culture
School safety includes investing in students’ 
social and emotional needs. The climate of 
the school is vital in setting the stage for this 
success. Putting resources in the school envi-
ronment where students feel safe, cared for, 

and supported gives students the sense of being 
connected. 

Beginning in kindergarten, part of each elemen-
tary student’s curriculum is “Second Step.”  The 
schoolwide curriculum teaches students how to 
manage emotions, develop empathy, and devel-
op problem-solving skills. 

Communication
Communication is a key element, and the 
information the district receives is vitally im-
portant. The district has an anonymous tip line 
called SafeSchools Alert. The tip line is the 
district’s reporting service. This allows individ-
uals to report something that could potentially 
be harmful to students or oneself. It is available 
to all students, staff, parents, and community 
members. Reporting can be done by phone or 
online at any time.

The district has created a School Emergency 
Information Guide for Parents. The guide gives 
parents valuable information on what to do in 
a school emergency, how to be prepared, safety 
terms and procedures, and what to do following 
an emergency.

Visit the district’s website for more information: 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us

From left: SRO Zach Bregel, ER Assistant Principal Juhi Bhatia, GV Principal Tawana Bens, and ER Principal Richard Lasso
Emerald Ridge and Glacier View staff collaborate on safety

Safety and security protocols, 
procedures, and planning

Three additional police officers dedicated to Puyallup schools


